sent-. 



At page 15, line 31, replace "no report is" withj -one or more of the expected reports is 

not timely-. 



In the Claims 



Please cancel without prejudice claims 1-8 and add the following claims: 
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9. A method for managing access to a digital work, the mejbdd for execution by a 
ecoi^ning node, the method comprising: 

receiving via a network a first report, tjjjrfirst report being provided in response to 
a transaction that provided the digital work fronvicontent providing node to a content requesting 
node, the first report comprising a transaction identifier; 

receiving via the neptfork a second report that originated from a content managing 
node, the second report comprising a value and a payee identifier; 

comparifig the value and the transaction identifier; and 

smitting onto the network a message enabling a credit to an account 

rnrrpgpniaqurig ft) th ft pxypp-^d&n&fr&r 




. The method of claim 9 wherein the first report comprises indicia of a difference, the 
° ^ difference prepared in accordance with a start report originating from the content requesting 
node and a summary report o iginating from the content requesting node. 
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11. The method of claim 9 wherein receiving the first report comprises: 
receiving via the network a plurality of records; and 
determining the first report in accordance with a record of the plurality. 




FrA method for managing^cess to a digital work, the method for execution by a 
nciling node, the metho^e6mprising: 

receiving^ a network a plurality of first reports, each first report being provided 
in response to a reactive transaction that provided the digital work from a content providing 
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node to a content requesting node, each first report comprising a respective transaction identifier 
and a respective first tracking value; 

receiving via the network a pljHluity of second reports, each second report 
originating from a content managing npde, each second report comprising a respective value, a 
:spective payee identifier, and a^spective second tracking value; 

identifying a^wticular first report and a particular second report, wherein the 
particular reports havp^orresponding tracking values. 

Lparing the respective transaction identifier of the particular first report and the 
respective^v&lue of the particular second report; and 

transmitting onto the network a message enabling payment in accordance with the 



xomi 
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13. The method of claim if wherein each tracking value comprises an address of the 
ntent requesting node. 




14. The method of claim fl2 wherein the method further comprises: 

receiving via the network a plurality of third reports, each third report comprising 
'indicia of a respective debit in accordance with a respective transaction; and 

detecting the occurrence of an invalid transaction wherein for the invalid 
transaction, at least one of the fifrst report, the second report, and the third report are not timely 
received. 



15. The method of claim 12 wherein the method further comprises: 

receiving via the network a plurality of third reports, each third report comprising 

indicia of a respective debit in/ accordance with a respective transaction; and 

detecting the occurrence of an invalid transaction wherein for the invalid 

transaction, at least one of the first report, the second report, and the third report are not 

originated in a predetermined sequence. 



16. The method of claim 15 wherein: 

the plurality of third reports is provided by a plurality of event reporting nodes; 

\ 
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each third report jcomprises indicia of time of day determined by a respective 
event reporting node; and 

the method furtHer comprises transmitting a second message via the network from 
\ which each event reporting noqe can adjust its time of day for eliminating error in sequence 
detection. 




ital work, the method for execution by a first 



:i 8 




17. A method for managing access to 
friputer system, the method comprisi 

receiving via a network a first report, the first report being provided in response to 
a transaction that transferred via the network the digital work from a second computer system to 
a third computer system, the first report comprising a transaction identifier; 

receiving via the network a second report that originated from a fourth computer 
systepafthe second report comprising a value and a payee identifier; 

comparing the value and the transaction identifier; and 
transmitting onto the network a message enabling a credit to an account 
ponding tothe pavee4d entifier .. 



! 



REMARKS 

Upon entry of this amendment, claims 9 - 17 are pending. No new matter is submitted. 
The Examiner is invited to telephone the undersigned at the telephone number listed below if it 
would in any way advance prosecution of this case. 



Respectfully submitted, 




William R. Bachand 
Reg. No. 34,980 



SQUIRE, SANDERS & DEMPSEY L.L.P. 

Two Renaissance Square 

40 North Central Avenue, Suite 2700 

Phoenix, Arizona 85004-4498 

(602) 528-4100 
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